
Dear SAPS officer
Section 16 of the Constitution protects media 
freedom. And so do your own rules.

According to SAPS Standing Order 156:

All police members “•	 must treat all media 
representatives with courtesy, dignity and 
respect, even when provoked.”

You may •	 not stop me from taking photo or 
video, whether of people, buildings, or you.

You may •	 not seize or damage my equipment 
or force me to delete photos.

YES. I CAN PHOTOGRAPH YOU.

Interfering with me is against the law and 
Standing Order 156. I will take legal action.

www.r2k.org.za @r2kcampaign fb.com/right2know
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Dear friends in the media,

SAPS officers almost never have the 
right to stop you from taking photos 
or video.  In fact they are under 
explicit instructions not to. You can 
download our 4-page advisory at 
r2k.org.za/filmthepolice.

We’ve also summarised it on these 
cards, which you can cut out and 
laminate and distribute to your 
newsrooms.

Exercise due caution when dealing 
with SAPS, but know your rights!
 
- Right2Know Campaign


